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THE BLACK RIVER OF ARKANSAS DBEING

ORE than twp millfon ﬂollars"

worth of pearls have been tiken
from the Black River, In Arkan-
sas, and the Inhabitants there-
abouts have been made wealthy;
but the river now |z as clean of
wealth as a whistle; pearling
there Is done. Bareély a olam rests on Lle
sandbars that stretel across the bottom of
l1_:]!1& stream, like the rungs of a giont lad-
£T,

What I= true of the Black River s rapld-
1y becoming (rue of all the pearl bearing
rivers in the Mirsissippi Valley. The
pearling industry there is dying, and a
business worth millions annually to tha
reople of that scctlon and a livellhood to
d certaln closs of dealers In New York is
declining,. When 1t is entirely dead Ii=
obituary should be written by a dramatist,
for no other person could do justice to the
feverleh excltement of its beginning, the
humor and romance of Its existence and
the pathos of Iis ending.

In & country where §16 a month for a la-
borer Is excellent pay thousands have be-
come independent and wealthy., Mort-
gages have been llted, property has been
developed, towns have been bullt uy and
whole communities and counties Jumped
to a place of pre-eminence in the social,
politleal and commaercial life of the State
and gection., This s partlcularly true of
Arkansas, Wisconsin and ITowa.

Preserw the Clam.

The preservatlon of the clam, the source
from which came all this wealth, has been
entirely disregarded. The sconomic sense
iz lacking. FPearling has been earried on
without method or reason; there ls no law
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be sold for $£100.000.
to Indla and drilled.

NECOKLACE composed of more large
pearls than any pearl
the United States will leave
New York this week for Parls. There it will
From the French capltal it will probably be gent
Then it will be brought baek to the United States
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necklace ever

with an additional $100,000 tacked on fo the price and sold to a wealthy

American.

otherwise shrewd Ameriean.

Biates.
in the Unlfed States.

pearl.

forty-one pearls, welghs 1,235 gralns, or an average of 47
All the pearls in the string have been matched as to slze, color

That 18 the way they do things In KBurope, and it is a com-
mercial feature the value of which has not yet been learned by the

It has long been a popular conception, fostered by jewellers, that
the Orlental pearl is the only kind wortn having. They are deceived.
Pearls are daily coming into the United States from Paris and Londen
that were found In the Black and White rivers of Arkansas and in the
Misslssippl., They go to Paris, wlich is the European markef for pearls,
and are sent from Parls to India.
country, not because the drilling is any better there or done more cheap-
ly, indeed in many eases It is not so cheap, but because India is a good
place from wihieh to have them billed back to London and the United
It is a fact, which is daily becoming of more interest to pearl
importers and domestic pearl dealers, that the largest pearls are found
The necklace in question, although contalning

They are drilled In that faraway
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and lustre, and it required more than four years' time on the part of a

ing lke

ers.
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to regulate It. Any one at any time may
fish as many clams from the watcer as he
likes without regard to the slze the ap-
paratus he ises or the spawning scgson.
Congress has tried to interfere mnd the
Liegislatures of States have been busy
with measures regulating the Industry, but
without avail.

Tresh water pearls ¢ome in clams, They
are formed by a nacreous substance
paured on a grain of sand that gets Into
the shell. The clams are of all sizes and
description, but they are usually about as
lurga a2 a man's palm. The shell Is thick
and hlack and rough. They are found on
all varietles of river bottoms from deep,
tHlek mud to hard, white sand and gravel,
and in all depths of water. The extent of
the pearl country Is large; Il takes in the
Misslssippl River from La Crosse, Wis.,
to New Orleans and reaches out Inta tha
by-streams and tribitaries of the big river
for hundreds of miles.

Primarily, this terrltory ls dlvided into
twa scctlons, each section has |ts market
egentre and around it are clustered the
richest pearl fizlds. The northern centre is
at Prairle du Chien, Wis. Thls centre i5
for Mississippl pearis and I8 the seat of
the rlclest terrltory around. All peatis
along the Mississippl Rliver from La
Crasse to Muscatine, Towa, are brought
here for appraisal and market,

Buyers from New York and Chioago
hang about Prairie du Chisn and the vi-
cinity and plek up valuable pearls from
local fishermen for a song. Afterward In
the markels of Pirls and London these
bring Immense prices. Because of this
freehanded method of huying and selling
there I8 no way of geiting at the exact
valuation of the output. The government
has made some attempt 1o da s0, but with-
out much success.

Weorth | s

oy a2

Fishermen and local buyers report the

buying and =elling of pearls In the local
markst, but as a pear] that sells on the
gpot for $1.000 or #2,000 wHl bring when
brought to New York and “touched up”
from 35,000 to $12.000 nothing like a correct
estimate can be made.

Maurice Brower, one of the largest buy-
ers In the local markets, declared that the
tols] productlon for 1801, which was the
hest vear In the record of the industry,
was more than #0000, Because of the
falling off: of the clim supply he said not
mare than $500,000 or $00,000 worth were
found'in 1902 and according to present indl.

cationd 1808 would not produce much mors

than half that amount.
W. D. Burd, another loeul player, does

|not make quite sp generous an ealimat:‘:.i
bt Mr. Burd rarely comes to New|

Youk be I3 not In quite as good a |au:.<|l.lnn|
to judge forelgn market values. As an
lexample of the range of prices of peatls
|it may be stated that about ten davs agol
& “button’ shaped gem, found fn (he Mis-
sissippl, was sold In E
#1428, Less than a week later If was In
|New York and the dealer was asking
90,000 for It, It it weére gent to Parie, the
prinelpdl pedrl market centte of the world,
It would undoubtedly bring a muuh higher
price,

The other pear] centre in the Tnlted
Stutes B3 at Newport, Ark, This alty,
which has been lifted from obscurity by
the industry, is situated in the very heart
cf the rvichest pearl flelds of the New
World. More than three-fourths of the
entire output to-day is found wihhin a
radius of thirty miles of there. Il is the
|market for pearls fouhd In the Wiiite
River, which 1s producing practically all
of the best founi south of Prairle du
Chien. The products of the fisheries have
buflt Hs banks, lsld out its streets and
made wealthy lts inhabitants, All the
products of the Black River, the richest
pearl river at ona time In. the United
I&tates, have passed through it
‘ re e ! etho s

Pearlitig |5 strongly individualized., The
method is erude and has changed lttle for|
centuries. 1t is usually carvied on by twol
men dn a skiff, with the ald of tongs or
shoulder rakes, The tongs aie ahout seven
or elght feet long, and are opernted like
oyster tongs, The fisherman gropes slong

as

i

fle du Chilen for|

the bottom of the etream with them, pull-
Ing up whatever gets Into them. The rake|
15 operated i tucl the same way. The
|Ingtrament I8 something like an ordinary
garden rake, only larger and has & longer|
| hendle,

A wire screen from the top of the rake
prongs Is attached to the handle, forming
a sort of scoop. The rake |s drageged alang
the pround, ‘eatehing clams and  other
things. When It is full it is pulled to the
gurface, and its contents dumped Into the
gkiff. Both of the methods are extremely
Inborleus, and can only be employed whe s
the water Is shallow and where the clams
are found [n thick beds.

A much easier way to gather the clams
and one that 'Is In mpre favor with|the
Mis=tas'ppi fisherman than with the Ar-
kansas pearl hunter, i= to fish for them
with “ecrowfsot™ hooks, These hoaks ar
made with stout wirs, small chalns and

| & holloss tube rod. The wire is bent Info

leight hooks, and attached to the smalllpnd, which 18 alther s{wﬂn aor ele

pearl expert to make the collection and assort them.
in the mnecklace were pur-
chased for $10,000 each. Noth.
it
seen by New York pearl deal-

Wecklace of Forty-One
‘Pearls, actual Size.

Three of the pearls

lins ever been

American

times it is attached to the shell, but very
frequently it Is not, and great care is re-
guired to see that it Is not lost In the
process of bolling and assorting. The
water In which they are bolled s carefully
stralned, and all of the meaty parts of the
clam are pinched to see that a pearl is
not missad.

Although extremely commonplace in de-
tail, the epening of a shell Is attended with
great emotions. Any one of the plle of
clams before the pearier may contaln a
fortune for him. As he reaches [or one
after anather of the hivalves hope bobs
again Into his heart, and as hiz hard,
horny hand closes over the shell preépara-
tory to operlng: It he feels a little thriil
and his blood goes g little faster through
hiz veins.

Comoaratively Nogv Indu try.

Pearling as ‘an industry in che Wnited
States is of comparative recent origin, dat-
ing back to about I8§7. Previous to that
time there had been local outhreaks of the
pear]l fever in abaut every State ol the
Ttilon, The first large pearl ever found in
this country was pleked up at Notch
Brook, near Paterson) IN. I, in 187, Jt
weighed ninety-three grains, and was sold
by Tiffany & Co. to the Empress  BEu-
genle, v

The one pearl, however, was practically
the Jmit to the New Jersay fields, though
some smaller ones were alterward found
in that State;’ Then oceurred at broken
intervals, from 1560 till 18987, excltement
due o the digcovery of the Zem in Ohlo,
Tennessee, Wiasconsin, Arkdnsns, along
fhe Mississippl Valley and even up inte
New England and New York State.. Nonpe
of these so-called discoveries ever panned

out, and after-a brief local excltement the
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chains in such & way that the prongs nrllnng. at regular distances apart. The

the hooks are at right angles to
oiher.
The chalns are then fastened

ageh| number of hooks to be attached depends

upon the length of the rod. A seven foot

to the'rod, with four hooks on each chain, the
ht feet|ahains heing slx inches apart, wonld have!'the clam or belween it and’the shell. Often.

LT (F————

-

OUT -FIT AND STORE. BINS OLACK

X
TIVER—

by

fifty-six hooks. One fisherman in & boat
can operate two of thesa,
The apparatus depends for lis action on
the hablts of the clamsz, or ‘“‘musyels as
they are called. They rest on the bottom
i-:;f the stream partly burled in the mud or
|san|f!, with the fres margin of thelr shells
|turped upstream, and with thelr shellz
|’scpnmteﬂ to admit the water. “When
| touched they quickly close thelr shell, and
\If a foreign body iz intarposed betwesn
|the valves ft Is tightly grasped and re-
tained.

1lie *‘Croawfoot’’ Dredge

After rowing out into the stream the
fisherman throws his “crowfoot” appara-
| tus overboard and allows the hoat to slow-
ly drift down stream, As the numerous
prongs come in contact with the open
shelis, the latter quickly close on them
and retaln a tight hold. After drifting a
short distance the dredge is drawn in by

removed from the proize, great forde
sometimés being required to disjodge them.

In order to facilitate the HWandling of
the crowfont the fishermen fasten two up-
right forks on each side of the boat, on
which the dredge rod rests, the hooks
gwinging freely. While the clams nare
being taken from the hopks, the other |s

in by the time the first 13 stripped.

Often when the clams are abundant
every hook will have one on lt, and two
or three and soms times four are f[re-
quently caught on one preng. When the
beds ars compact one man ¢an lake eight
hundred to & thousand pounds of mussels
in a day, and a case Is reported where
two thousand two hundred pounds were
obtained by otie man In ten hours. The
average daily cateh, however, is about gix
hundred pounds.

When a boatload of clams has been 0b-
talned or when night comes the fisherman
rowsa ashore and diumps his catch inte bins
bullt on the bank of the stream, Afier
he has obtained a sufficlent number of
shells, or when the weather is stormy and
dizagreeable on the river, he boils them
out. ‘This Iz done by shovelling tham nto
a large metal boller and bullding a fire
baneath.
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The bolling out process reguires anly a
short time and is for the purpose of open-
ing the clama so that the pearls may be
found. When they are thoroughly cookad
the shells gpring open and expose the
¢lam. The pear} Is found In the muscle of

means of a rope attached and the clamsl

belng dragged and |s ready to be h:suledl

bubble Invariably burst. In the Missis=ipp|
section, however, there was alwavs a well
g;r.nmﬂed feeling that pearls were plentiful
thers

| Hntll the Black River gems began to be
(put Into cireulation the Ameriean variety
had never horne much of a reputation, and
thc popular prejudice against them has not
vet been entirely dlssipated, As the Ar-
kansas gems found thelr way to Parls
(however, it was eeen that they cémparsd
[favorably with the famed Oriental ya-
rlety.
celled. And zince then the Buropean déil-
ler hus beehi gilek to take advantage of tle
low price. He has also token adviantage of
the popular prefudles of the wealthy Amer-
fean, who belleves that sverything that is
absolutely ecorrect and artistic must come
ithrough the European market.

| Spartous Oriental Fearls:

He will purchose the domestle product
{nt a rikiculously low figtire and sénd tham
| to India, where they are drilled and re-
turned agaln to Pavls, stamped as Oriental
pearis, Belng thus classifled, It was easy
tc pass them on Americans travelling
throud al exorbliant prices. Even New
York importers have been large buyera of
these pewrls, belleving them to Le Orlental,

Diomestle dealars In New York have séen
American pearls placed on display for sale
in some of the big jewelry stores whlla
the owners of the stores themselves
though they were the genuing Grienal
The dealer would know for a fact because
he would recogulze some of the ve. iris
be had =o0ld to a2 Parls merchant months
before.
| Arkansas pedtls are as a general thing
!much lJarger than the Orienlal sneclinen,
jand while they will not run g5 well as.a
\lot or “paper’ gome few gems-ars 51U srloe
in color lustre and size. Misaglssippl pearls
are poorer in guslity and size than the
Southern or Arkansas gems and are not
found as plentifully.

Meanwhile some few rich disooveries are
being made in the Cumberinnd River, in
Kentueky, and in the Ohip;, which hitherto
(have been very backward In thie respeet.
| Undoubtedly the rivers of the Missleaipnl:
|anley will continue to produce pearls for
centurles to come, but they will turn out
such poor specimens and they will he so
few that fishing for tnem can hardly be -
called en Industry. And unless something
In the way of legielation l2 done very soon
the present Industry will turn out to ba &
bubble similar to all of those that have
gone before. L
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Indecd, in some few cises they ex- |



